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ABSTRACT: 

Praise be to Allah Almighty Who created man and placed him on the earth, sent His prophets to 
guide the mankind and made the Prophet Muhammad PBUH as the last and most of them all, chose 
Islam to be the religion that would stay applicable for all the times to come. The basic matters of 
creed in Islam such as tauheed, belief in the prophethood, qadr, paradise and hell, angels etc. are 
unanimously agreed by all those who belong to Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jamaah. However, in the matters 
of fiqh, there is room for disagreement. Even in the times of the beloved Prophet Muhammad PBUH 
there used to be occasional disagreement between the companions. When they could ask the 
Prophet Muhammad PBUH, they did, but when an opportunity was not available, they use to do 
Ijtihad. However, in order to do the ijtihad, a comprehensive knowledge of Quran, Sunnah and 
existing body of fiqh is required so that a person can understand the illah or the reason behind the 
rulings in order to deduce solutions for new problems. This article covers this important concept of 
Ijtihad and explains the relevant requirements regarding how and when to perform this. 
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